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Preliminary Study on Linear Alkylbenzenes as Indicator for Process of

Urbanization

XU Te', ZENG Hui'** |, NI Hong-gang'

(1. School of Urban Planning and Design, Shenzhen Graduate School, Peking University, Shenzhen 518055, China; 2. Department of
Ecology, College of Urban and Environmental Sciences, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract; In this study, we selected Shenzhen City as a typical region of urbanization and took Linear alkylbenzenes ( LABs) as an
environmental molecular marker to investigate the relationship between soil LABs levels and urbanization indexes on the basis of
analysis of spatial distribution of LABs in surface soil. Our results indicated relations between the LABs levels in soil and the five
urbanization indexes, such as the population, water supply, urban construction, income and expenditure, as well as industrial

structure. These results suggested that LABs levels were correlated with urbanization and could be used as an environmental molecular

indicator for the process of urbanization.
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