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Factors Influencing the Variability in Soil Heterotrophic Respiration from

Terrestrial Ecosystem in China
XIE Wei', CHEN Shu-tao', HU Zheng-hua’

(1. School of Environmental Science and Engineering, Nanjing University of Information Science and Technology, Nanjing 210044 ,
China; 2. School of Applied Meteorology, Nanjing University of Information Science and Technology, Nanjing 210044, China)

Abstract: Soil heterotrophic respiration is one of the key factors for estimating ecosystem carbon balance. Measurement data of soil
heterotrophic respiration from terrestrial ecosystem in China were collected. Climate data (annual precipitation and annual mean air
temperature) and relevant environmental factors (e. g. tree age) were also collected. Results indicated that the relationship between
heterotrophic respiration and soil respiration could be explained by a power function. Heterotrophic respiration increased with the
increase of soil respiration. The power function explained 73% of the variability (R* =0. 730, P <0.001) in heterotrophic respiration.
The linear equation could be used to explain the relationship between heterotrophic respiration and annual precipitation/mean annual air
temperature. The logarithmic regression equation could be employed to describe the relationship between the ratio of heterotrophic
respiration to soil respiration and annual precipitation/mean annual air temperature. The ratio of heterotrophic respiration to soil
respiration increased with the increase of tree age; a power function could be used to explain the relationship between the ratio of
heterotrophic respiration to soil respiration and tree age. Further investigation showed that the relationship between measured annual
heterotrophic respiration and modeled heterotrophic respiration by using an empirical model could be described by a linear function,
indicating that the empirical model well fitted the variability in heterotrophic respiration.

Key words : terrestrial ecosystem; soil; heterotrophic respiration; modeling; precipitation; temperature
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Table 1  Soil heterotrophic respiration and relevant environmental and geographic factors in different sites
g s HEE o et e e e RE mEGE R
45°24'N 127°40'E  2004-01 ~2004-12 0. 540 0.951 0.521 5.8  0.300 55 BNMF  MEJLII 6]
45°24'N 127°40'E  2004-01 ~2004-12 0.412 0.892 0.521 5.8  0.300 50 DBF  MEJLIL  [6]
45°24'N 127°40'E  2004-01 ~2004-12 0.410 0.812 0.521 5.8  0.300 55 DBF  WBJLIL  [6]
45°24'N 127°40'E  2004-01 ~2004-12 0. 405 0.678 0.521 5.8 0.300 56 DBF  EJLIL [6]
45°24'N 127°40'E  2004-01 ~2004-12 0.395 0. 596 0.521 5.8  0.300 39 DNF  §gJLIl  [6]
45°24'N 127°40'E  2004-01 ~2004-12 0.335 0.451 0.521 5.8 0.300 47 DNF  @gJLIL  [6]
33°23'N 108°30'E  1998-01 ~1998-12 0.520 0.771 1.041 15.28 45 DBF KR [7]
33°23'N 108°30'E  1998-01 ~1998-12 0.371 0. 609 1.041 15.28 55 DNF Ky (7]
26°13’N 117°32’E  2002-01 ~2002-12 0.772 1.502 1.865 20.90 32 EBF = [12]
26°13’N 117°32'E  2002-01 ~2002-12 0. 598 1.045 1.865 20.90 EBF =M [12]
26°13’N 117°32'E  2002-01 ~2002-12 0. 298 0. 509 1.865  20.90 ENF = [12]
26°13’N 117°32'E  2002-01 ~2002-12 0. 669 1.246 1.002 21.20 EBF = [12]
26°13’N 117°32'E  2002-01 ~2002-12 0. 487 0. 843 1.002 21.20 EBF =M [12]
26°13’N 117°32'E  2002-01 ~2002-12 0. 245 0.399 1.002 21.20 ENF = [12]
20°41'N  91°21'E 1999-09 ~2000-08 0.314 0.570 0.558  8.39  3.688 CL Ao [13]
29°41'N 91°21'E  2000-09 ~2001-08 0.323 0. 588 0.515  6.93  3.688 CL Ao [13]
33°28’N 111°56’E  2006-01 ~2006-12 0.521 1.105 0.900 15.10 1.350 40 DBF NEZ [14]
33°28'N 111°56’E  2006-01 ~2006-12 0. 469 0.779 0.900 15.10 1.270 85 DBF NEZ [14]
33°28'N 111°56’E  2006-01 ~2006-12 0. 458 0. 821 0.900 15.10  1.290 50 BNMF N7 [14]
33°28’N 111°56’E  2006-01 ~2006-12 0. 564 0.912 0.900 15.10 1.290 35 BNMF NE7 [14]
33°28’N 111°56’E  2006-01 ~2006-12 0.510 0. 900 0.900 15.10  1.300 45 DBF NEZ [14]
31°20’N 110°30’E  2009-01 ~2009-12 0. 480 0.624 1.124 16.21  0.780 20 EBF e [15]
31°19'N  110°29'E  2009-01 ~2009-12 0. 545 0. 580 1.124 16.21 1.670 45 BNMF B [15]
31°19’N  110°30’E  2009-01 ~2009-12 0.572 0.627 1.124 16.21 1.970 75 EBF e [15]
31°28’N 110°18’E  2009-01 ~2009-12 0. 346 0. 452 1.124 16.21 2.570 85 DNF  #ifst  [15]
31°16’N 105°27'E  2005-01 ~2005-12 0.383 0. 655 0.883 16.47  0.410 35 BNMF = (16, 17]
30°18’N  103°00’E  2008-01 ~2008-12 0.355 0.592 1.354  16.55 0.660 19 EBF P37 [18]
31°35’N 102°35'E  2008-01 ~2008-12 0.705 1.070 0.722  3.97  3.210 100 ENF FEL [19]
31°35’N  102°35'E  2008-01 ~2008-12 0. 590 1.004 0.722  3.97  3.205 22 ENF FE [19]
31°35’N  102°35'E  2008-01 ~2008-12 0.615 0.975 0.722  3.97 3.110 65 ENF NN [19]
31°35’N 102°35'E  2008-01 ~2008-12 0. 545 0.792 0.722  3.97 3.230 35 ENF FHE [19]
28°07’N 113°02’E  2007-01 ~2007-12 0.371 0. 496 1.016 18.57 0.080 18 DNF  Kfrils  [20]
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N R, R, AP MAT EL TA , " X
L el I B /kg~(m2 ca) 7! /kg-(m2 ca) 7! /m /°C /km /a = WEAE
28°07'N  113°02'E  2008-01 ~2008-12 0.310 0. 488 1.350 18.13  0.080 18 DNF  RPFri&  [20]
21°51’N 101°12’E  2008-03 ~2009-02 0.738 1.007 1.901 19.10 0.756 200 EBF  PEXURAN  [21]
21°56'N 101°15'E  2008-03 ~2009-02 0. 462 0.780 1.901 15.85 0.580 30 EBF  VEXURAN [21]
23°11’N  112°33’E  2003-04 ~2004-03 1.038 1. 580 1.429  19.70 0.260 400 EBF S [22]
23°11’N  112°33’E  2003-04 ~2004-03 0.751 1.001 1.429 19.70 0.260 100 BNMF &t [22]
23°11'N  112°33’E  2003-04 ~2004-03 0. 446 0.578 1.429  19.70  0.250 55 ENF b [22]
26°48'N  109°30'E  2006-01 ~2006-12 0. 834 1.516 1.967 20.17  0.410 DNF LR (9]
26°48'N 109°30’E  2006-01 ~2006-12 0.578 1.244 1.967 20.17  0.420 EBF LR [9]
25°41'N 116°25'E  2006-01 ~2006-12 0. 768 1.930 2.005 17.85  0.400 EBF KT [23]
25°41'N 116°25'E  2006-01 ~2006-12 0. 565 1. 660 2.005 17.85  0.400 DNF KT [23]
25°41'N 116°25'E  2006-01 ~2006-12 0. 693 0. 964 2.005 17.85  0.400 GL KiT [23]
26°12’N 117°26'E  2001-01 ~2001-12 0.736 1.423 1.976  17.43 EBF = [23]
26°12'N 117°26'E  2001-01 ~2001-12 0.576 0.981 1.976  17.43 EBF =1 [23]
26°12’N 117°26’E  2001-01 ~2001-12 0.282 0.477 1.976  17.43 ENF =t [23]
22°34’N 112°50’E  2008-10 ~2009-09 0.391 0.594 1.290 21.70 4 BNMF w1l [9]
29°95'N  103°38'E  2010-02 ~2011-01 0.219 0.427 1.397 16.36  0.600 EBF PR [24]
47°06'N 126°08'E  2005-01 ~2005-12 0.248 0. 287 0. 548 2.39 CL R [25]
47°06'N 126°08'E  2005-01 ~2005-12 0.327 0.377 0.548  2.39 CL S [25]
47°06'N 126°08'E  2005-01 ~2005-12 0. 286 0.330 0.548  2.39 CL bRy [25]
47°06'N  126°08'E  2005-01 ~2005-12 0.354 0. 409 0.548  2.39 CL e [25]
47°06'N 126°08'E  2006-01 ~2006-12 0. 420 0. 486 0.542  4.23 CL R [25]
47°06'N  126°08'E  2006-01 ~2006-12 0.563 0. 651 0.542  4.23 CL R [25]
47°06'N 126°08'E  2006-01 ~2006-12 0.411 0.475 0.542  4.23 CL bRy [25]
47°06'N  126°08'E  2006-01 ~2006-12 0. 589 0. 681 0.542  4.23 CL R [25]
47°06'N 126°08'E  2007-01 ~2007-12 0. 487 0.563 0.457  5.59 CL R [25]
47°06'N 126°08'E  2007-01 ~2007-12 0. 585 0.676 0.457  5.59 CL e [25]
47°06'N  126°08'E  2007-01 ~2007-12 0. 507 0. 586 0.457  5.59 CL e [25]
47°06'N  126°08'E  2007-01 ~2007-12 0.593 0. 685 0. 457 5.59 CL R [25]
23°10'N 112°32'E  2010-01 ~2010-12 0. 950 1.574 1.682  20.84 0.285 ENF Sl [26]
23°10’N 112°32’E  2010-01 ~2010-12 0.973 1.472 1.682  20.84 0.220 BNMF @il [26]
23°10’N 112°32'E  2010-01 ~2010-12 1.018 1.854 1.682  20.84 0.075 EBF S [26]
35°15’N  118°04’E  2010-01 ~2010-12 0.473 1.033 0.695 13.75 11 DBF eI [27]
35°15'N 118°04'E  2011-01 ~2011-12 0.378 0. 804 0.720  13.70 20  DBF & YT [27]
35°15’N 118°04’E  2010-01 ~2010-12 0.416 0. 969 0.695 13.75 11 DBF & YT [27]
35°15’N  118°04’E  2011-01 ~2011-12 0.352 0.776 0.720  13.70 20  DBF I 7 [27]
36°26'N 109°32'E  2010-01 ~2010-12 0. 991 1.393 0.512  10.18  1.353 60  DBF 2N [28]
36°26’N 109°32'E  2010-01 ~2010-12 0. 844 1.044 0.512  10.18  1.353 30  DBF Al [28]
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Fr—JCE LA, 73 MM 5SS R Z AT C AR PR R AlA , PRSI B ACF [ 2(e) ], K
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