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Detection of Enteric Pathogenic Bacteria from Surface Waters by Quantitative

Polymerase Chain Reaction (QPCR)
LIU Yong-jun, ZHANG Chong-miao, WANG Xiao-chang, LU Ying-jun, ZUO Li-li

(Key Laboratory of Northwest Water Resource,; FEcology and Environment, Ministry of Education, Xi’ an University of Architecture and
Technology, Xi’an 710055, China)

Abstract: A rapid quantitative polymerase chain reaction (QPCR) analysis method with universal primers was developed to detect cell densities
of the enteric pathogenic bacteria from 5 surface water of Xi” an City for 4 months continuously. And the detection results by QPCR method
were compared with counts of coliforms colony-forming units ( CFU) determined by membrane filter (MF) analysis. The results showed that
QPCR method had an estimated 94% confidence, and detection limit was 2.7 Escherichia coli cells per sample in undiluted DNA extracts. For
five surface watersC N = 60), the geometric mean of pathogenic bacteria concentration determined by QPCR was 2.2-5 times of corresponding
coliform CFU determined by MF analysis. Using QPCR analysis, these geometric means of pathogenic bacteria concentration ranged from 25
CCE/100 mL to 67 000 CCE/100 mL. Using MF culture analysis, coliforms ranged from 3 CFU/100 mL to 45000 CFU/100 mL. Regression
analysis showed that there was a significant positive correlation between pathogenic bacteria determined by QPCR method and coliforms
determined by MF method, the correlation coefficient ( r) was 0.983.
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Table 1  Character of surface water samples

5 IKEAATR IS ENERES #it
IR} R ANEWISZ GG
2 IR SOUWRIK 8RS g, IEAE G B
3 AeWIOHIERRRD  SOWAIK BT SORAIK
4 R PAOKIE 32 F) R RS
S L R S . Y e S

1.2 WA

BRARRF PR RSN, A 2006 4F 3 1 ~ 2006 4F
6 J BN A1 541525 H 70 53 T B3 2% K
WA A A v K A B WCER KR U I () 2
08:00 ~ 12: 00, KAEAL RN KR 1/2 4 . [A) I AL Sk BF
AR A KRR B G A B BEORE, RS pHL TR vh
JE U N P LA R A
1.3 BRI

B IBUE B IR /KR CHELAR (R K BE AR B — v g et
AR 50 AN KT R S A1 R SO T 200
A5 REKFEEN B KB O 8 CFLAE 0.45 pm)
(FruE s, 21 il g, A0 R R A B AR T L K i
I T b £L AR R B B 7R R (1 LK AR 10 g
TEERRE 5 o FIRIRE 5 g JLBE 10 ¢ BFIR A W
3.5 g 5% WL AL SRERT I 20 mL, To/K LR RN 5
), 37T CIHIRIEFF 24 h, FEIEIRE - HH PR AL (0 AT 4
JE G TR S B R PR IR TRV TR 100
ml 7K PR BT
1.4 519t S &

CLAH A 16S tRNA K A 04 #0751, AR 415 41 1
16S rRNAZKE P 9 v A s3 1k, BETE 25 B8 TR I AT 1
( Shigella dysenteriae )~ & 5L I ( Vibrio cholerae )~ Vb
[T C Salmonella typhrmurium ) F35 7 GO W T
CE. coli W] 5140, Bevk i@ 5190 P 040 R = 57—
aaggcgacgalcectaget ggtclgagaggatgac-3' (246 ~ 280 bp,
E. coli, 16S tRNA)D; 5'-gcttgecagta tcagatgcagttcccag-
gttgage-3" (521 ~ 556 bp, E . coli» 16S RNADM 54

i FRE DR A F AR
1.5 QPCR Ffat kb2

225 BRI B % - AT T RTI 2 25 B RR il Bk
VI AE TS TR (3R 20, 4 B IR LB A
B LK 10 ¢ AWK, 5 g NaCl, 5 g T RER
FOTE 37°C R R Hi 97 24 h 5, B50(7 000 r/min )Y
FERIE.
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Table 2 Reference bacteria strains

Gy i G RS
EF424586 Staphylococcus aureus NC_ 009089 Clostridium difficile
EF420247 Bacillus subtilis EF421208  Bifidobacterium longum
EF378646 Pseudomonas aeruginosa ||DQ171719  Lactococcus lactis
EF422070 Bacillus cereus DQ362495  Shigella dysenteriae
EF413067 Bacillus thuringiensis DS179652  Vibrio cholerae

EF394153 Bradyrhizobium japonicum| D12814
BD267944 Lactobacillu bulgaricus

Salmonella typhrmurium
EF418614  Escherichia coli

T DNA 32 HG: ZH R RE IR 1.5 mL M
100 ml 27K 7K HT K B 290 2502 (7 000 1/ min,
10 min)Ji5 , 7525 3G DOV NN 567 uL 1) 2%
ZZ PR (40 mmol /L Tris-HCI, pH 8.0, 20 mmol/L & &
1,1 mmol/L EDTA, 1% SDS), I & W] 4l 2 F 5 &
IF B MA 66 L. 5 mol/L NaCl, 78 43127 )5 » 7 000
r/mini% L 10 min Ji B _EE N — FUBE F, In N GE
PRRR I /8T 1 SR E (25240 1, R R LED, 3 VR
A7, B0 (7000 r/min»4 ~ 5 min); LW JE, A 0.6
AT S T, 2 32V B B DNA Ui T2k, it
VE PRI Los YUUEFH 1 mL 1) 70% SEEBESR IS 125
DI LR

QPCR Fr#E iR FE i : LB AR FR 5L (1 LK
H:10 g BEANR, 5 g NaCl, 5 g BERFRE, 1.5 ¢ BillE
KOZAR T MR A KA B CE . coli 557
R A TR RS K 15 7R K PR 28 1K 10 A5 A T
ke, F e fa BB WS 0 )5 (7 000 1/mins 10 min)» [H]
WCB A, I F K B 28Rk vE s 3 U0 Bk 2R -5
PESEEL A0 R DNA, BLIE k) QPCR A i il 25 i 4
(1) DNA 55 . RF N WRE W FE , ~PAT #R4E 3 41, DA 3 4
211 A7 40 K00 10 13580 R 5 RV R R 4 Ak S
1.6 QPCR 734

PCR AR K 7= W) 53 1= PCR 97 1 I W A4 3 S 44
125 pul, W% dNTP 0.2 mmol/L, Tag DNA 245 1§
1.0 U, 1 x Buffer,2.0 mmol/L MgCl, » £ NV 514537
0.1 mmol/L, 10 f5F B 1) DNA Btk 2 L. PCR ¥
BTN : 94°CAEE 5 mins 94°C 30 5,559 530 s»
72°C 30 s, 3 35 NMGIR, 72°CIEM 5 min. B X



53] R 7R A2 A8« PRI KA P Jl A 5 Ji 4 1 (1 % = PCR AGL 1177

dr, FK B 25 K108 DNA BN PCR 7P 4 id ik
2% SEARBH R VK 23 AT (5 0.5 mg/mLIRAL & 58D,
F B UG 22 48 1000( Bio-Rad) % . PCR 7= ¥ [F11L
alifl (PCR [P &, 3 AW TREAF WD )E,
LA L H AR R A W, P A0 e 45 S DNA-
STAR %4 ( Perkin Elmer> Norwalk, Conn, USA)IEAT
) 5 2 #T

QPCR & & J 45 K434 : QPCR &7 ik PCR 2
fii b, 75 PCR J M AK & o N 52 06 X 51 Syber
Green | » A FH 98 Y6 {5 5 SE I A Ml PCR #2E 72 . Syber
Green | XA &I T R AR A PR AR (EFD.
QPCR [ JVAAZR AR 25 pl, W 1 x realMastrMix/
1 x SYBR solution, F= N 5141 73 7 4 0.1 mmol/L,
DNA B 2 L. # QPCR VR & S N VU I\ 4
(MJ Research TLS-0251), H # # & o5 3 M1 (M]J
Research TCS-0803) 4 I W B I & £ PCR X (3
BIO-RAD M ZEAT ™ H4 [ IV.. QPCR 4™ 34 4% £t -
94°C THAZYE 5 min, 94°C 30 ,55°C 30 s,72°C 30 s,85°C
2 s, L35 MIEIE BERG 0.2 s BBhEEL 1K, B{EEE
NI 3 ~7 MEARTECARRAER 21 10 £555

F T 7KAAT0 B 40 TRAS I 1) DNA A i 22 /0 P47 3
S, FROREAE T P 1000 0l 5 A o e A i 4 40 PR B EY
T A M A5 Bk DA B AR B R TS B Y, Y LK
293¢ 10" ~ 107 . AR A IR A 66 CE . coli ) B B
HiBE DNA $2HU) QPCR Bl i) ¢ 1B 5 AH B (1 3% A
ICK AT BRI CE . coli )20 Ji %5 5 55 B 1 25 15 5 [R] A

kb 1 2 3 4 5 6
1.0

0.7

0.5
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SIHT, HEWT QPCR AS I 1) R 80 J HEAff FET IR EE K
B H A 4t 60 5 1 i A T 0 0 6 4 e e ) 3
A KA B CE . coli ) QPCR A A 1 £ 4 W Hi (1 41
X HRE

2 ZR5IE

2.1 SR KAl 4 R

AR 0 R 16S vRNA J R IR v L AR S 4, ik
$i5 3 D TR AT T8 C Shigella dysenteriae )~ 8= il 9K 141
(Vibrio cholerae )~ 1] ICH ( Salmonella typhrmurium )
AR A B K W AT & CE L coli ) 193 5t 48 T3 1 51 400
K vt 8 H] 51907 534S GenBank #EAT [A) U5 1
EEXT S BLAST 45 R W CORFHD , 53l ] 514 AN
PRI R 2 Ko 4 B H AR RARAS FIBR R 1) 165 rRNA
BEPA P B AT A 2D R 0 B R AL R 7 4 X R
W3, BT v (A 5 L DR 3K 4 F 25 25 TR R AR I H AR
e AR S

L4 B H AR IR R 10 BRXT BB ARIN S DNA
RS, R ] 51 ) 8647 PCR 41, 7 W) 48 B Jie W
VKIIHT, 4 HARBEARTE 320 bp Ab34 #1521 T 37 Bt (1)
LYK 4% 10 BEBRT AR JC 3 389 74, el 1 s 9
s 22 Al R AT R A E e A R
GenBank " 4 i J5UIA [ 165 rRNA 1) 3L A F 41 EL
850, HAHBLBETE 999 LA 43 #7 45 RAE W], 138 H 5]
Yuxt AR BOA AR B 105 S Pk, e T 1 4 b
B B A A S PR AL N

M: DNA Marker; 2: Shigella dysenteriaes 6: Vibrio choleraes 8: Salmonella typhrmuriums 12: E . colis 1, 3~5, 7, 8~ 11, 13 ~ 14: X JEPE
1 4#%SEERR 10 %A BEREY PCR 845 R

Fig.1 PCR amplification results of the four target strains and ten control strains
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CE. coli )DNA Z:HilAbr e th 26 . &l 2 Pros A3 38 =4
FEC U RS 4 T 400 R %30 P88 1) %o 2505 5 B (1) QPCR. AR
Co MR R, WL SR R AL ¢, {8, BT A
P Ml e vk S8t RE i R A 5 DUE. 7 R
ARLEE AT LLASRAS M PCR 1 250%, X F 100% PCR X
ZRUL, — AN ERAR RN R - 332 A AR il
SEHEZAE PCR HIF 43054 90% ~ 1009% (100% 5

WA TR BRI 2 Ji5 BRI S 0K 38 0 4 i — i
(12 F5) IR al b bR i 2 1) £ 1k 190 )3 2y 7 75 22
E— AN EHRRBCR =0.99), IXFEA BEIN by 5K
% 0y o R B S w45 gt ied

SEEIG PRSI (1) 25 A BCOR AT B CE . coli )DNA H]
IR S DUEL M 26 PEVE AN 6.8 x 10" ~ 6.8 x 10°
CFU/mL 2GR AR I 1 0 2005 6 N 1K ¢ (B A E
EE R R O 0.994, W] TR & LR . X
SRS R BNA S P S BLZRRE R - 3.203, HA
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FIE & PCR 77 kA I 2 460 40 7 4 P Ak J32 1 35
BIGIR AT 151 C Shigella dysenteriae )~ FE SLYNEE ( Vibrio
cholerae ) FIVL 11 KR C Salmonella typhrmurium ) » 3 74
BRI IR W 8 AR N 0] U5 1 e v B0 i, R B 4 1
FRIEA KA B MR EH A PRI S, QPCR
TR EE R AR N 949% .

HUBRA K KWFE CE . colid) AR TE, I E
i PCR 7 2 er I B0 5 A R Jim 10 1% A5 1GOK o AT 1A
CE.coli), PCR [ N33 35 AR, H A1 40
999 I, 13 2 A48 FT I e 4y I K A B CE . coli ) 1
[H1f  DNA $2 5L K QPCR Al 45 3 R A A 1) 05 1K
R PR 2.7 A4 R 41 DNA $2H0 .

35
30 y=-3.203x +32.221
e R2=09946
= .
L 25| -
© Toee.
20| T
15 ! I I z
1 2 3 4 5
log, o (A% %)

2 BRBERXBITECE. coli) ¥ E T DNA 1ZE4 QPCR
MR Cr ESHMEIRERXBHECE. coli)
AT EMBEMNBHSEFS T
Fig.2  Scatter plot and regression analysis results of log), calibrator
cell equivalents (CCE) of E. coli on QPCR-measured cycle threshold
(Cy) values for serially diluted DNA extracts of E . coli

2.3 HUERIKFE T4 R

XF 5 AR IKAARZKFE 73 5 FH QPCR £ 5 MF ¥
HEEL 4N HIAI (3 ~ 6 1, 4L 12 20O, X MF %K
A CFU 5 QPCR V2 CCE 45 AT Lhi o0 it , &5
Rl 3.3 3 frox. 7l LU th, 5 AR K, QPCR
IR (0 40 4 L CCE - 3 K 2 2 K W vl A
CFU 2.2 ~51%.

Jrp B[R A% QPCR 3418 4 37 CCE/100 mL,
K BEI344E 4 15 CFU/100 mL. 97 4 2805 R 41
PEIRIIE 5 1) 5 5 PCR S I (1) 34948 2 K I v 1 i
JELE R SAEL ¥ 5 £% . AN QPCR &5 H 43 #r ml %, R4
SERT 7K AR R B R A BRI H R A7 A 52 B H A
TE P 5 A0 TRV e (0 n] ek

K 2 7% [l JB 9 7K 48 QPCR A I 54 134
CCE/100 mL, KX i B (R MUME 4 181 CFU/100 mlL,

QPCR A I F43{f Ay SR R A WIS (B 1 3.2 fifF, AK AR 2
B8 BV5 G v el %2 N SRS Bl 5w BR,
QPCR M MF VLRI 25 45 5 1 HE#EI T —
ANUEEAA

NP K R QPCR M KL W H 1998
CCE/100 mL, K EHERIR A ) 436 CFU/100 mL.
QPCR VZEAG I BIAE Ay Ko i i MF VR I 4.6
7, T U8 T A0 Vi P 6 1% S et , 7K A4 52 B S50
g 5 H 1 HIG, KA 575 g% 000 i (6 0é i ik
ANEZEJ5, QPCR 5 MF K e AL BT

BT BTG KA 0 2 A FEEE K QPCR A
H 7102 000 ~ 12 800 CCE/100 mLZ 7], X Ji B B Ao
AE 42 800 ~ 45 000 CFU/100 mL, QPCR Al 34 {E A
KV R RER I A 1 3.2 £ . b T T BOK R R 489
BEALBE, BT AZK AR Ji 4 B v G 7 B

U K AR QPCR A W B 7E 1000 ~ 3800
CCE/100 mlLZ 8], 2K i B 1 A% I 4B A 1300 ~ 4520
CFU/100 mL2 [A] . QPCR A& W 32 48 24 K i B 1 A il
PIME I 2.2 £ BT 93 A Tk ys 7K R AR 695 7K
HEN ARG TR 5 He o

£3 ARWHRKEFAEENLER DT
Table 3 Detection results analysis of enteric

bacteria in surface water of Xi’ an City

KA Jj i P bR R
g MF/CCE=(100 mL) ™! 15.25 8.87  0.58
QPCR/CFU* (100 ml) ! 74.67 26.51 0.36
Jpa MF/CCE=(100 ml) ! 181.17  133.79  0.74
QPCR/CFU*(100 mL) "' 591.00  302.92  0.51
wepeqy MF/CCE=(100 mL) ™! 435.83  348.78  0.80
QPCR/CFU*(100 mL)~" 1998.33  853.83  0.43
g MF/CCE=(100 ml) ! 2509.17 1031.92  0.41
QPCR/CFU*(100 mL) "' 5755.56 1791.03  0.31
JEABF MF/CCE® (100 ml) ! 13200.00 12173.74  0.92
757K)7 QPCR/CFU=(100 mL) ="'  42300.00 25965.22 0.61

W TERB TS R TR, A8 7 R BRI
TWIKFE, 76 0.33 ~ 0.44 Z 0] B K A 4 52 3]
P E Y YL 0 JRUAN B AR A L R — N
IRV FLUCH BRI KRR, 76 0.36 ~ 0.74 2 [0, L F i
(1) BE K IGE 2] T — 2 MK AR EAE . 2 /AT
SO FHZK, FRR I AR AR 72 2R 8, Wl DU H X
2 MbKFEZ NRTES s R R, 755 H 1 HIg#H
HH 2 PR K T A 28 S T — i K b B )52 T2
FESZ M0, BRI A K 1) H K K T AR A 22 S

¥ QPCR 2555 MF K &5 B 1) A8 22 R AU 3R
AILLR I, QPCR KI5 B (1A% 22 RABUE /N T MF 32



54 R 7R A2 A8« PRI KA P Jl A 5 Ji 4 1 (1 % = PCR AGL 1179

100 000 —
(a) B MFJ7¥EH €, FICFURR
10000 [
5
E
=)
=9
Q
= 100 |
&
=]
g
10
—— N —m— JhW —a— MKW —a— T —e— "HHK
1 | | | | | | | | | | |
03-05  03-15  03-25 04-05 04-15  04-25 05-08  05-15 05-25 06-05 06-15 06-25
100 000
10000 |-
E
S 1000
=
Q
Q
e 100 |-
el
=2 M
F
10 |-
(b) WL QPCR T &€, FICCER R )
—o— B —w— b —a— MKW —a— W —e— AKX
| | | 1 L | | | | I 1

03-05  03-15 0325 04-05 04-15 04-25 0508  05-15 05-25 06-05 06-15 06-25
R R/ H-H

3 BERWHRKEEH R RS 100 mL KR E 2 ERN L

Fig.3 Geometric means of enteric bacteria densities per 100 mL of water from all sampling locations of Xi” an City

R 45 2R (A8 7 R AL

5 AR KR A K J VAR A DN A 9 Ji v e
51491 QPCR K AEL 1K) 20% ~ 45.6% . )5t K — 77 1H1
JEH T2 I ) QPCR 8 H 5 1B T ReA il 2142
A IRKIGHTE CE . coli ) LAFL, 38 BEW A I 31 75 5E FaH1
Y& AT B C Shigella  dysenteriae )~ B il 9K & C Vibrio
cholerae )~V 1 1 IR ( Salmonella typhrmurium ) % 45 3
SRS FBOE BRI A T RE LR K AR h I g R %0
AR AN A4 B 55— 77 TP 38 QPCR ANBE 7 ¥
TN, B RES I A0 DINA, RIAS I 2 BH 1 45 2R
XY Ludwig ails) ~Duprey 25070 Kreader 25 4R frOAF
FUA R PTEL, RKRFE S K] PCR 3739 7 W) it AT
FANERIFP2 23 T, I i JERE R SO, 23 W &> H A
BRIARALE A B o7 R EEAG BITAA 4 Al i el A= P 1) R
Mg i, A DT A
2.4 RS R ERCS [RE B

Kl 4 208 T N 5 AN HER KRR ICRE 1 QPCR Al

MF 75 32 e 45 (1) 240 17 40 M 8 52 5 15 T 2 [l WA o3
Hrah R AEXS 5 A MR AKARREIE) 16 J5 A, QPCR A
I8 F 5 K v e MF YRR AR O RRAH SC R BN -
=0.983, ~FH AR L5 D 2 h TS0
WFFEET 0 QPCR 8 514605 K k1t s [ I 4
YO KA A% G 40 v 7 S IR I 45 R A1 QPCR (1
R &5 A7 HB— SO A, RIZK A o K i e B 2
i N, 3 B TR AT 1 C Shigella dysenteriae )~ B Fil.
5K & C Vibrio cholerae ) #1757 [K (C Salmonella
typhrmurium ) )75 5B AT AT BE

QPCR VAR MF VARG I 25 3R % 7 H s AH SC M 3R
W]« £ R KA It AR 7 B M, QPCR 5 iR AR W]
REMH MF HIAb 78 AH T 2 FOTVEEANRE 58 42—
SR T RN R A B AR AR G F bR I R,
FER] QPCR 7120 #2747 48 B XU VAT
W EHE PR QPCR Rl 45 S B AR G 1) A=

FH
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