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Natural Degradation and Environmental Impact of Cyanide from A
Goldm ine

Li Shehong, Zheng Baoshan(State Key Lab. of Environ. Geochem istry, Institute of Geochem istry, Chinese
Academy of Sciences, Guiyang 550002, China)

Abstract: The degradation regularity of cyanide from a goldm ine wastewater conform to negative exponential
function in its tailing dam, regulation pond and the rivers. The main reason of cyanide decrease in streams A and
C receiving the goldm ine wastew ater is dilution. The cyanide from the goldm ine wastew ater should not affect the
international river F. Available way of decreasing the cyanide pollution on the streams is to increase the rate of
circulating water so that lower the wastewater level in the regulating pond and decrease the am ount of leakage of
the wastew ater.
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