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Abstract Photodegradation behaviors of metsulfuron-methyl in methanol and acetone were studied with the ir-
radiation of medium -pressure mercury lamp. The primary degradation of metsulfuron follows a pseudoirst-or-
der kinetics both in methanol and acetone. The degradation rate in methanol is similar to that in water, w hile the
rate in acetone is accelerated. In m ethanol, metsulfuron is phtolyzed to methyl 2-(aminosulfonyl)benzoate and 2-
methoxy4-methyl-6-amino-1, 3, S-riazine, then the former product is degraded to methyl benzoate and methyl
2« sulhydryl) benzoate.
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