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Abstract Different methods for assessing the sensitivity of water, soil and whole ecosystem to acidic depositions are summa-—
rized. These methods indicate the acidic input buffering ability of these systems with different physico—chemical characteristics.

By comparing and analyzing, it is pointed out that the methods which are developed with some chemical indicators expressing the
acidic input,buffering ability of water and soil are essentially the kinds of absolute assessment to some parts of ecosystem. T he
relative sensitivity assessing method attem pts to indicate the buffering ability of whole ecosystem to acidic depositions, which is
developed based on those environmental site factors that indicate potential ecosystem response to those depositions, and the de—
rived sensitivity maps can be used to make a decision on acidic deposition control.
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