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Definition and Control Indicators of Volatile Organic Compounds in China

JIANG Mei, ZOU Lan, LI Xiao-qian, CHE Fei, ZHAO Guo-hua, LI Gang, ZHANG Guo-ning”
(Chinese Research Academy of Environmental Sciences, Beijing 100012, China)

Abstract: Volatile organic compounds ( VOCs) are the most complex of a wide range of pollutants that harms human health and
ecological environment. However, various countries around the world differ on its definition and control indicators. lts definition,
control indicators and monitoring methods of our country and local standards were also different. Based on detailed analysis of the
definitions and control indicators of VOCs, the recommendations were proposed: the definition of VOCs should be different according to
the different concerns between “air quality management” and “pollution emissions management” ; base on different control way from
production source, technological process, terminal emission, total discharge control, the control indicators system consists of 10
indicators ; to formulate industry VOCs emissions standards, the most effective control way and indicators should be chosen according to
characteristics of production process, way of VOCs emissions and possible control measures, etc.

Key words: volatile organic compounds; definition; control indicators; monitoring method ; atmospheric pollution
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Table 3  Control indicators of VOCs in national emission standards
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Table 4  Control indicators of VOCs in typical countries or regions
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