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Bioconversion of Cellulose to Methane by a Consortium Consisting of Four

Microbial Strains
WU Jun-mei, MA An-zhou, CUI Meng-meng, YU Qing, QI Hong-yan, ZHUANG Xu-liang, ZHUANG Guo-qiang

(Research Center for Eco-Environmental Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100085, China)

Abstract ; Cellulose was usually degraded by microbial communities in natural habitats. Construction of a simple cellulolytic consortium
is necessary to understand the underlying interaction within microorganisms involved in cellulose conversion. A screening approach was
developed to obtain a simple microbial community with the ability of cellulose degradation to methane. This technique was based on the
method of enrichment culture accompanying with denaturing gel gradient electrophoresis ( DGGE) fingerprint detection technology and
roll-tube method. Moreover, a four-strain mixed culture capable of degrading cellulose to methane was isolated from Zoige alpine
wetland of the Tibetan Plateau. The results showed that the microbial consortia consisted of three functional groups: the cellulolytic
bacterium Clostridium glycolicum , the non-celluloytic bacteria group of Trichococcus flocculiformis and Parabacteroides merdae, and the
methanogenic bacterium Methanobacterium subterraneum. This four-strain co-culture can convert cellulose to methane. In the future,
the isolated cellulolytic consortia could provide a platform for controlling metabolic pathways and genetic modification involved in
methane production from cellulose.
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Yeast extract 0.2 g; NaHCO, 6.0 g; Cysteine-HCI +
H00.5 g; Na,S-9H,0 0. 25 ¢g; Resazurin 0. 001 g.
JREICR WL (1 000 mL) : Nitrilotrialetic acid 4.5
g; FeCl, -4H,0 0.4 g; CoCl, -6H,0 0.12 g; AIK
(S0,),0.01 g; NaCl 1.0 g; CaCl, 0.02 g; NaMoO, -
2H,0 0.01 g; MnCl, -4H,0 0.1 g; ZnCl, 0.1 g;
H,BO, 0.01 g; CuSO,-5H,0 0.01 g; NiCl, 0.02 g.
Y RVEW (1 000 mL) ; biotin 2. 0 mg; Folic acid
2.0 mg; Pyridoxine hydrochloride 10 mg; Thiamine
HCI 5.0 mg; Riboflavin 5.0 mg; Nicotinic acid 5.0
mg; DL-Calcium Pantothenate 5.0 mg; Vitamin B,
0. 1 mg; P-aminobenzoic acid 5. 0 mg; Lipoic acid 5. 0
mg. HEA RIEWOH 0.2 wm TR IE M JERR T, 7E
B R A0 AT HT A

Mp W FRIIEEA 5% (BUEDED PUner4ER
(MCC) B M . Mp 35 IR FE R BR AL 72 2 WL IR 46
BRAEF B R A IR R BR MBS FR T Y
A H9. 5 mL EERER M BRI T4 0.5
g MCC HLFEi N, 19 15 mL JREVE T B Ja e | i
B, 115°C KH 30 min, @ HETMA 0. 02 mL JC
PR AR RIAWE. PRAETR S S IRt i = e IR AR
EFHAR N IR R, R A D AR SR 4.5
mlL M 55389 ,0. 1 g MCC F10.05 g 7 22 i,
L2 sk
1.2.1 SRR RARH G R0k

BT mIL SRR T i i % o o 30 14 2
KRG W% 10% FIHER AT Mp HiJR3E,30°C
FrRE AR R I A A 4 R RIS )5 LA 5%
A0 R e 2B R G Mp R FR 3. BRI,
W 1 mL A S TR IR S R 20 DNA, FHIZR &
Pitp itk X S 728 P B JEE R HL Uk ( PCR-DGGE ) A6 il
WA SR, BN TSR E ARG RE
TR LSS AR E 1w AR IS IR YA L.

DIREVE S Ro e 1 s SR B R o R, 1L 0.5
mlL FHER A B AR AR A T IR SRl
TRV ST LR TR LM, SRS RHR A B T 30°C 1
I, IR RE O B ) oK A P I AR TS I R
FHAEHE (Etelux 1ab2000) N, Bk HCK ff Bl 542 K.
A 227 W TETE 2B Mp IR B h i 5R.
UL I W S O 27 24 R B B R, 1500 i) $ By
BRI 4 FR 0 DNA, LI 16S tDNA 4
K514 27F 1 1525R"™ il 16S 1DNA 4K 5[4
21F F1958R' AR HIEAT PCR 94 SRJm 4% | %
I

1.2.2  EEFRY A YRR AU S5 5 M

PREL 0.5 o BAEKEFRY), FIH] 145 DNA $2 5t
# % (Fast DNA SPIN Kit for Soil, MPBio) #& Bt 3 A
ZH DNA.

DL SRR SR YRR 20 DNA WA KR X 16S rDNA
() V3 XHEAT PCR 734, P 34519k 140 B 5|
Y 338F (5'-ACTCCTACGGGAGGCAGCAG- 3') #l
518R(5’-ATTACCGCGGCTGCTGG-3") , 514y th B
FERAE Y HARA R ARG, 514 338F 1Y 50
A GC JeHr (5'-CGCCCCCCCCGCGCGGLGGGCGE
GGCGGGGGCACGGGGGG-3") , IR E7E 5 ] DGGE
FL VK I O AR S R ). 50 WL i PCR 97 B IK R Wy .
BIH DNA 50 ng, IE [ 51445 2 pL (10 pmol -
L"), Tag Master Mix (B A1 40)25 pl, #ME TCHE 8
afi7K (Milli-Q,120°C K 15 min) % 50 wL. ¥ 155
14 :94°C TAEE 5 min, 3B KGR BE M 65°C F] 55°C B
MK 0. 5°C , B 1 MG, B R 94°C
AP 1 min, 12 K 50 s, 72°C HEH 30 s, Z 5 10 ME
A 94°CAEME 1 min,55°CIE Kk 50 s,72°C #EMH1 30 s,
FJETE 72°C FAEAH 10 min, JH 1% B8 WHEE I Uk
K PCR 734724, K Deode™ 18 FH 2845 K61 25
4t ( Bio-Rad ) X PCR 4 1§ 7= ¥ i#f 17 Ha Uk 7 5.
DGGE SN M Ik e S fe e B2 2R 8% , B PRI (IR ZE
LB PEBRARS W) BEE N 40% ~60% . HLTK
ZMF AR UK ZE v 1xTAE  7E A S AL o
A 45 wL PCR 473474, B 60 V| R 60°C Z&AF
TFHLK 17 h. BUKEE R IGEECTE EB I rh et
15 min, ZRJF A 28 77K H 2 10 min, F YLN-
2000 %E I KA 53 BT FR G0 UL 58 45 SR T R, 3k AR
DGGE Eli , 55 I F AR J1H DGGE Bl 52
EREAW T, BT 1.5 mL XEBELE P,
—20°C TR1F.

KHEIC PCR 918 & S 35 552 0 00 oy TR 2R R 2
DNA. #f—% PCR ¥ ¥R 2K 51 21F(5'-
TTCCGGTTGATCCTGCCGGA-3") 1 958R (5'-YCCG
GCGTTGAMTCCAATT-3"). 50 pL ¥ PCR 4" 141k
Z B DNA 50 ng, IE R W 5194 2 pl (10
pwmol-L™") | Tag™ ( Takara) 0.25 wL (5 U-pL™"),
dNTPs( Takara)4 wL (4% 2.5 mmol-L™"), 10 x PCR
buffer( Takara)5 pL, #METCEHELEK £ 50 pl. ¥
95 .94°C TS PE 5 min, ZJ5 30 MEFR, B
R 94°C A 30 5,58°CE k 30 s,72°C HEM 1 min, i
JG7E 72°C FZEM# 5 min. %5 % PCR ¥ 4% 5/ %
W GC ke F I W 5l W 340F ( 5'-CCTACG
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GGGYGCASCAG- 3") il 519R ( 5'-TTACCGCGGC
KGCTG-3") #4791 PCR ¥ B4k R 7] b, 41
ZF:94°C FASHE 5 min, Z )5 30 MEH, BAFE
94°C7EVE 30 ,56°C iR k 30 s,72°C EMH 1 min, )5
76 72°C FIE 5 min. FH 1% S S5 I i, Tk AS: DU
PCR ¥"#87=%). DGGE ZEVEBEE N 50% ~70% , H
fib A5 55 T T IR ) — 2

N 3R A 1 J 2% FH TG P BB 4l 7K 3 ok 2 Wk e
OIS RE, INA 2 30 wL T Ak (LUR B &
HUE), —20°CHE 12 h. MW PCR-DGGE JiE I
[RI ) 45 FHANHT GC &) 338F AT S18R #4755
TR PCR Y MG Y 4G S5 5 H GC338F F1 518R 1E
FE1YIR) PCR 4734 &4 —3. M5 & PCR-DGGE
JE b I B e 45 TN GC Sle 114 340F F1 519R 2
1T PCR 434, 9" 9 45140 5 FH GC340F 1 519R fEH
S99 PCR 4738 25 —30. 79 H] PCR 74 [ml i
WA & (OMEGA) 4lifk [l 5 % A pGEM-T # {4
(Promega) , PE3EBHME e b 738 At st iR 4 &
JEA RS AN . B 5% NCBI sk il 7 45 5
Blast #14: 5 E h 24 19 16S tDNA JF51 47 He R,
FERIRNE A B R . R MEGA 5.0 441
Neighbor-Joining ¥E#EAT 5 48 & B W 43 Bt (46 56 Y EL
1000 1K), F9 R G R B
1.2.3 B4 F2 ki

24 AR ) B R R A - S
16 A (53 GC-MS 2010Plus ) 52 , Herb R & 4l
ARMEREA, A TSR IRE N 35°C A0
TR 150°C. BUig SR L U (B =X 5
FURIRE R 200°C , F48 7 =X oA 4 48 2 Al y =X
(SIM) F3 4.

2 HFR5IHE

2.1 EERFRY A YRR SR b

H T AR AR G R R E A R E G
BT — M YR A R S R R Y R 4T 4 R
BE R N TR B i Rl AR = 4
AR MCCH R 5 35 i, VTR R R AR B
TR EAT & S AR SRR SR Y B
2H DNA , XFFTA DNA A9 16S rDNA V3 X174
PCR-DGGE 341 TE& SR, R ik
YIREE 2 N #4128 Ak v] LGB 2 DGGE &3 Hh 257
{7 BRI A L R . E 1 BR85S 4 ARRIEE S
A B AR O B RS BE Y R B AR AR fh, X 3R
W e SRR 25 4 X, 553240 v 4 TR i B Vi 4 s

HELFRE. FIH DGGE HAXT & H 8 I- Yk W Y
REEAURESH AT 0 A B, W ARG R 225 4 0 8
FEVIR TR T A A 1 B 288 (SRR ER).
ZI R TRE MM RERE SR

1 2 3 4 5

40%

Bl

B e e c——

B3
Bl

Bsﬂe.—. —— —

60%
v

1~5 A A CHL
El1 16S rDNA PCR-DGGE HEiZ
Fig. 1 PCR-DGGE patterns of the 16S rDNA

fragments from different generation

W FIRFUE R R A R L 5% M Hefh
RIEFPEKYIN 10 g MCC A9 100 mL Mp }5 375,
PARAIEIZE &5 R W LT 4E R AR RE ). An1&l 2 Fiw,
HARIEIOCHFRT d J5 ,I-Y MCC A T Wi
FEff . RAEFNE G R B FRIETE 30CH 97 7 d
J& B FRRTE B I R MCC 08, 5 A AR,
PERE A ROV FRIEAE 30°C 1 3% 7 d )5, B SR IR
W IF HRRFRCT A K S A IRY) MCC
I, e e MELUR G 150, X AT, i
b R IRATHEE RS

1T 16S rDNA W7 25 S F1 R 50 K & W43 BT g
UotE—E R s BIRE A R A I RE R EZ A
HIDEER BT LAXT AR Al T8 DGGE [ rh AR 34 S5t

(a) AfEHr D
B2 Bx7dEEGHEAMNTLEZNER

Fig. 2 Degradation of cellulose by microbial community

(b) R e IR

after 7 days of incubation
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PEAT 165 xDNA I J3, Horp s S 55 37 Ml B DGGE
3% b 73 oty R R viE 45 4 R L, DGGE 2% 717 Y 168
rDNA 7 45 50 A —Fb. W 3 s, ¥ 40
DGGE &1 3 fIt #4565 19 16S tDNA 1 )3 45 5 i A
NCBI i e rh AT Hxt , SR 5 T 2 H B A I 19 2 K]
FPAEE R G R B R, T E DGGE fi 3 5% 1Y)
16S tDNA J# 51| £ NCBI %416 5 v 4 LL X 45 2R
Methanobacterium subterraneum DSM11074".

Z5G A0 DGGE 3% | AN R Ge % 7 W I Aty
TR P45 R AL TR 45 F C AR R B R AR
PR BE N Clostridium  cellulovorans ( %1 B6 ).
Clostridium  fimetarium ( 2 BS ). Trichococcus
Slocculiformis (& B2) . Parabacteroides merdae ( 5%
W7 B3) A1 M. subterraneum. H:H T. flocculiformis i
TE‘EE'ij(ﬁE%, C. fimetarium ,ﬂ\:{i(, P. merdae F C.
cellulovorans EURAAXTH /L. M. subterraneum W J2:
FPAF B E— R . ZA R PRl Lo
PR 3 ASThREEHE.

(1) SHEZOKME 0 Bo AURMANR, fE
UERRERLTAER | JE MR A w1 — T,

kil B6 1Y 165 rDNA U F 45 SR 15 1 21 42 T
C. cellulovorans strain 743B A 95% B[R4, Sleat
S TAEA AT Uk R S A R IR 43 B AR B g AT U
PR, IEOFFEAR | IR ™ M DAY T R A
RENSREMR LT AE 22 | 2F 2 W R0 31 29 W 1207 e ik 2T
YR B LT A A Y o T IRER | FLIR L
2R WREL | H, 1 CO,. ZJ5 Doi &M #F5 %
IUAEVE LT A1 TR THAFAE LT 2/ IMARGE R T 2 2 /MR
SRR NG | 2T 4k 2R Tl B 1 A L DB
JRLH) — T 22 525 1K BE R R A K R 2T 4E R A
BT RRYORL R VNG LT 2 b T B A R A AT 4
RURET. AT, e W R B R A Y R
WRHJE N B6 BHILFEMRLFAE 5 ¥ A 25 5 R
FRI/INT BRI BILIR , 388 A 25 I 21 4 220 At v A1) .
{H2E DGGE 8135 s 78 5 S Hi 37 W A e o 2L
hifgtasE T, Bo BT AR AN 7R RE I b b Y He
Bl LN, Wilson ™ BIFSE & B, B KR 474 R
T ITES: SRR 2T 2 25 1 BT A AR b e o |
BILLEUIN. XS5 R GAMRAR 2

(2) ARLFHEZKARIE 4500 B2, B3, BS L%
AN , TR S s e Ao

2% BS B9 16S rDNA M F45 585 C. fimetarium
strain Z-2189 A 98% Y [A 5, Bk BS n] LB AR
C. fimetarium. Y& SCHRIRIE, C. fimetarium 435 A Ik

TEINEE T RS 1) 4 3%, 2 7™ DR R AR TR B A
Yy, Ret WM ar o — 0 | 222008 | Uil SRR
HE RIENER ML=k L Rdh . L, FLRREL |
g Eh . H, F1 CcOy. SR H i i et 56T C.
Simetarium REMEF] FH 4T 4k R M. X 3R B 7 K f
YR =P B A Y Y aE b, Bk BS 0T
Bk B6 1Y~ —4%, MR K B6 B fift £ 2 2 AR ™
Yt A B A K AT . 16S tDNA I ¥ 45 1
7N, 5545 B4 119 16S tDNA P 455 5 C. fimetarium
strain Z-2189 A7 98% 1) R , {H 2 5% B4 78
R FRAGR G R S A A . X —
PR4 BT B 5L PR 2 4570 B4 Il BS FRAR R IR
FELT 2 Z W A B2 v R A A VE AL, A T PR ERE
Th 45 F 1 e PR RN TR R R d KAk, %A B4 BT
ML W e 2R UK.

7 DGGE K% R (Bl 3) , 254 B2 [AR M4
PR FEREAREIE of e R AR 3. WP 25 R R, &%
W B2 BFSN SR EERE T. flocculiformis strain DSM
2094 FILEE 535 1009% , AT LA K 4671 B2 1R AT
YRR EERTE. 5 SCHkRGE , SRR B ER R 2
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B BRI SO TR A R il 2T 4 R = W e R b o &

subterraneum

PRI BARNEHTFIAR B2 B Y C R A Tt — 20
BT DA B, £F 4 R KR (C. cellulovorans ) 7K
R 24 2R B MEREE Ak 1) 03 T B WA 2 R TG
INFTACEY) AR R K (C. fimetarium | T.
Sflocculiformis Fl P. merdae ) #F—% K /N F 0 &
Y WEREL . ZRER . H, I CO,, 55 7 W be il T
(M. subterraneum ) ¥ W g #x . H, 1 CO, ¥ 1t
CH,. &G F&h A BT RE B HE & ) HOPL £80E 3
17 B At A e R Akl CH, X — AW etk
FE. XA S5 R B ARAS, Ay Ui 1 ] BR 1Y) 5 ik 2T
R Wb & REE 1AL

Trichococeus pasteurii strain KoTa2 (NR 036793)
|(]{)| Trichococcus patagoniensis strain PMagG1 (NR 041841)

100

Trichococcus floceudiformis strain DSM 2094 (NR 042060)
B2

Clostridium putrefaciens strain DSM 1291 (NR 024995)

Oxobacter pfennigii strain V 5-2 (NR 029268)

46 Clostridium cellulovorans strain 743B (NR 027389)
49| Clostridium sp. N6 strain N6 (NR 042200)
Clostridium bolteae strain 16351 (NR 025567)
Clostridium fimetarium strain Z-2189 (NR 024993)

I_ Parabacteroides goldsteinii (NR 043317)
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Parabacteroides merdae strain JCM 9497 (NR 041343)

0.02 36
L SE— |

89 — Parabacteroides johnsonii DSM 18315 (NR 041464)
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Fig. 3 Phylogenetic tree of anaerobic cellulolytic bacteria
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5. URGEME S RIGFRUIEREF, B0, 5 mL #
Fh B YE R IRERE T, BT 30°CHE #2920 d 50
SEEI U 58 (0 27 4k 2K A L, & 4 TR 7K e B LB
TR TG T AN HE ) 9 385 BH X R A DR R T A
THEKBUK B B AR KBRS ST 12 1 (AL,
A2 B1-B4, C1-C4, D1, D2) $£%h Z Bt (1) Mp 55
Fik BT 30CH;FE. 47 ~14 d J5,A2. B1-B4 Fil
C1-C4 AR A KR IE. BL)a, B8
GRS, KE AR A2 HA
1. WEE R A2 RS M HALRIE RS
AR = AT S b7 & B, Hoh & K CH, A

CO,,GC-MS ZrHra .kl 5 i, CH, & 529 07 IR

AR TR SR 35.88% ,CO, Sy 22.22%.
BIE A FR A2 B4 DNA, 9517 PCR ¢

B OSRIF RS | Bk, PRk 2 90% Y BHE T kA T

4 FHEZKEE

Fig. 4 Different zones of cellulose hydrolysis with visible colonies
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PEIRES N AR IRAEAEY) , B iR | & B,
N, R, C ERER R
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Table 1  Identities of complex A2

TiH WG (B RT) 16S rDNA A/ %
Clostridium glycolicum strain DSM1288 ( NR 036890 ) 87

bacteria Trichococcus flocculiformis strain DSM 2094 ( NR 042060 ) 93
Parabacteroides merdae strain JCM 9497 (NR 041343) 93

archea Methanobacterium subterraneum DSM11074" (NR 028247) 98

(7): 543-547.
3 i
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3B B AN 4 BRI U R 2T 4 R 7 TP ey AR

TE A

(2) 215 4 WE G REBREMLT 4R, 7k

20 T 25 S 1K 35.88% Wy CH,. &/ & T, C.
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R AL CH,.
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