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Photodegradation of Atenolol in Aqueous Nitrate Solution

JI Yue-fei, ZENG Chao, MENG Cui, YANG Xi, GAO Shi-xiang
(State key Laboratory of Pollution Control and Resource Reuse, School of the Environment, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210046,
China)

Abstract;: The aqueous photolysis of B-blocker atenolol ( ATL) using Xe lamp as simulated solar irradiation source was investigated in
the presence of nitrate ions. The effects of nitrate ion concentration, solution pH value, and concentration of bicarbonate and humic
substance on the photodegradation of ATL were studied. The results showed that photodegradation of ATL in nitrate solution followed
pseudo-first-order kinetics. The increasing concentration of nitrate ion promoted the photodegradation rate of ATL. The first-order rate
constant increased from 0. 00226 min~" to 0.009 4 min~" with nitrate concentration increasing from 0 to 5 mmol-L™". Acidic or
alkaline condition of the solution favored the photodegradation of ATL. Different concentration of bicarbonate showed insignificant effect
of the degradation while the increasing concentration of fulvic acid showed inhibiting effect. Hydroxyl radical was determined to be
formed during the photolysis process of ATL using isopropanol as molecular probe. The main photoproducts of ATL were identified by
using SPE-LC-MS techniques and possible photoinduced degradation pathways in nitrate solution were proposed.
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Atenolol ( B9 /K, 4l =98% ), A H AR
AL T R Sty R (Eakal) , O (fk
ai) LR (Bi%ah) W) H Tedia /A &) ; Suwannee
& B2 (SRFA), 14 H = Fr i 78 B P 2 (1HSS) ;
Supelclean ENVI-18 /N, I H Supleco 23 7] 5 Milli-
Q 4K (Milli-pore, 18 MQ-cm) ; HAIKF Y K43
Mrati.
| e

ek 2f KN A% (XPA-TTHY i1 000 W ARLT , B
SUETIHLRT ) 5 =R A 354 (Agilent 1100, 7
SHMEIIEE , SEE ) 5 WAH BT IE I FH X ( Finnigan LCQ
Advantage MAX, 3 [H) ; [HAHAHUSE & (Supleco, 58
E) ; K% pH i1 (Sartorius PB-10, &) ; TOC 437
% ( Shimadzu 2200, H 4% ) 5 $84h ] UL 435t 0 B AR
(Shimadzu UV-2450, HA%).
1.3 SRk

R S 86 AE XPA- IT BG4k 27 I % 4% 4 1F
17.1000 W AT (b5t OB IRAF T BT ) AE B K
FHYGUR , BT —XSUZ B 5808 BF N 38 ( BEJE 4 mm, J€
Bk 290 nm DL AEHM0) . 50 mL A 35 19 A R
(M2 =2.8 em, N4 =2.6 em, KJ&F =18.2 cm)
M A CE TR BEIMU. 3E3% BE A2 A
KoK EATAEN. ARIT AR 10 min J5 , %584 50 mL
FEAA RS A A JRAE Y, BPEBORE 1 mL, R 8K
AR TS 57
1.4 Wik

ATL B9 FE i HPLC 43 BT, 20 AT 25 14 ; Agilent
TC-C o tO3EAE (250 mm x4. 6 mm, i.d. 5 pm) ,FEi&
h30°C, F A M H /K =30/70 (R, AN 0. 01
mol-L ™' ZWR%EE) , i~ 0.8 mL-min ", K] % K
4224 nm, HHEEH 10 pL.

A 7= 0 1 A B R AR IRCHE 1R A U L
7. MR 5 mL B H SR 10 mL FE 4L 7K 6 1k AR AE
HUFE ENVI-18 SR 5B OC IR 12 h J5 A9 50 mL 52 %
W 7% 22 B AR A€ U rh 23 B 25 B, 2 mL B 47K U
WE, T 2 mL Y BEBE I, 5 2 X i 2 17 LC-
MS %5 43 AT, LC-MS 30T 25 {4 : eclipse XDB-C , {4
135%1‘}_( 150 mm x2. 1 mm, i.d. 5 um) ,{)ﬁﬁ]*ﬁﬁ‘ja
g/ 7K =20/80 (AR, 0. 5% £LFR) iR 0.2
mL-min~"; B TV N + ESI J§; W55 iR 4 500
V; BRI K 300°C ; #EEER M 10 pL.
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2.1 ATL By £5M AT DL KOG
ATL A0 0T WO an &l 1 Frzs. o]
UL, ATL 2lK %W (pH =7. 6) 43 HI7E 224 nm F1 274
nm A0 B K. i — AR BH G 24 p
£ 290 ~600 nm i3 Bl P, BRG] AT W, ATL /9 5
S R MAE ATL R A pH ., 76 5.8 Al
9. 18 MLz i W, W OGS A 3 2. (B 7R
pH {E4 10. 3 BYZZ MW, ATL 7E 224 nm &b
Wl 2. T ATL B9 pK, =9. 6% 1£5.8 <pH <
9.18 ZIA], ATL ik Byl & 17 iF1ik, F %
PURFALRIE AR Br LR AR SO 3% 6
FAAk; M4 pH >9. 6 BF, ATL T LI FIE AL
FETH T AN OGS &A= T W 0 .
23 71—

1
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20 L . ------------ ¢. pH = 9.18 buffer
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L P
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Fig. 1 UV-vis absorbance spectrum of ATL in buffer
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SRR (NO; ) il A7 7E T /K BRE v HLER B vk
JE—MEH 107 ~ 10 P mol-L ™", MR AR E AT Ak
TP, BHYGAR SN AT G AR 2B B - NO, 1 - OH 45 3 1 v
FRL (L) ~ (3) ], AT 51 &5 T 1A DL i i
b A A AN E AR
NO; — [NO; ]~ (1)
[NO;]"——NO; +0(’P) (2)

H,0
[NO;]*——+NO, + 0" ——

- NO, + - OH + OH" (3)
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K2 (a) R ATRIEFRAR B T EXT 10 mg- L~
ATL FEBHR FHOE B RO R i 52 m. g 2 (a)
AL UL FEAS R RS R AR B VR T, ATL efb2é
N IRF G W — N B 12 F R ATL 2R 46K RS PR
BT 0.5, 1 A5 mmol - L™ AW,
HE— 9 3N Jy 2% B4 i 2 0.002 26, 0.004 48
0.005 95F10. 009 4 min~", 4 h FY G &M% 24 5K
41.2% . 68.5% . 76. 1% F1189. 2% . [A] i , [ % A R
RS 1R BE A3 N, ATL B G R A 2R FN— 20 2 7 3
12 B RN, AR R 7 IR TR AR 2
TUREETLEIN , - OH By 7 FFN G W2 AL 2 1 Wk i S 42

28

® 0.5 mmol-L™' NO;y (a) RYARALHCIE
24r A 1 mmol-L™ NOy
® 5 mmol L™ NO;

# 0 mmol-L™ NOy”

L L 1 L
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100
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—8—8 mmol-L"! HCOy~ =
2 60l
¥ —
x o
& =
B2

120 180 240
A ) /min

PEIEAAICHE) | Bt 25 Al R AR B85 1 M BE 44 o, e R
W= 2 1) - OH. T - OH HL A7 1R 5 (1) & b 1 A
L EENE , B FUK I W T BV 2 A WL UL 9 1K
s il B R L Song 40 5T BT ATL AN
-OH ) 2 J o 3 R 8 5k (7.05 +0.27) x 10°
L+ (mol-s) ~'. A LA R A 25 Vi B2 34 A7 K1) T 42
- OHF= R P2 A B2 Y - ORI ATL 401, M2
T 1GR3 S N Bl 7 27 . AR v [ B,
HEAT T % IR S S, 25 SR R B ATL 72 J0G IR
WA R A, UL K A A 5828 W [ fi X ATL ()5
R ff AT DT RR.

100
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5 e
B /. { A/./
7
///"
20} %/
Ve
0 1 1 1 1
0 60 120 180 240
100
—8— 1.07 mg:L"! SRFA (d) WAL e JE
%0 —A— 4.285 mg-L™' SRFA
| —®—857mgL”! SRFA
£ 60}
3
&
o A
2 40t
20 -
0 L | L L
0 60 120 180 240
S At )/min

2 FHERMRUKE AR pH B RERSRIRE JEEBRREX ATL ERHERRE K P @a s m

Fig. 2 Effect of nitrate concentration, solution pH value, bicarbonate concentration, humic substance

concentration on the ATL photodegradation in aqueous nitrate solution

2.2.2 pH 1AM

IR BE ] 10 mg- L' A9 ATL 7€ 2 mmol - L~ fif§
FRFR B A7 76 FAEASIR] pH (B 2% vh s Wi rh i 11280
R f i L& 2(b) iR,

HEE 2(b) AT WL, 78 pH {E501°4 5.8, 6. 86 Fl
9. 18 W2 iAW, 4 h Ay ATL SR 550 51 N
80.3% ., 72.6% 1 78. 3% . &AL B Tt = i W 1 pH
HARAE FI T4 ATL 0GR R, L e iRt pH
. X5 Andrisano /—gff:zo] WF9E & B ATL Bt pH

TR 2 — 8L — M pH FEE
BUB A B 531 TE KBS AR FE TR 28 DI 52 1Rl
HBOGTE ek, B 2R DA 2 3 v e
1 A1 76 pH {ER 5. 8 F19. 18 A, ATL R4k n] Il
WSO S AEAtK rh AR ], LR R g 0 4 v 7
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290 nm) , FIFLATEASSZH6 1 ATL S B S5 10 7 v vl
REFNR T BCH 1 PR 5T - OH 1Y 7 38 5G| BUFF 7 B8
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B 3%

2.2.3 Gk SRR B

10 mg-L "% ATL 7£ 2 mmol - L~ i BRAR B 117
FE N FEAS [ B R SR B8 R B T 110 TRl B G R 17 O
mE 2 (c) B,

FHE 2 (c) AT WAS [l ik iR S0 AR 125 X% ATL 7E6iE
FRAR BT b i G 5 i R 0 B B o 2. P oR R
HCO; REVRK - OHF £ Bk AR F 1 5£(CO;™ ), CO;”
SRR 3 RE AT E T Y AL A
I R R X TR AR A Pt B —
SEBIRE AR VE Y. R, #E HCO, YK - OH Ay i
o REIR“BEFGE T ON, AR T AE T 2 - NO, , A
A ML % A Ak S0 i 6 AR 55 41, He o
F B RE L8 7 R B - 1 i AR VS VY pHL (B AR S5 v
(B AT BE R HCO, SRR L5 A 4 .

2.2.4 B TR R

JEFE BT (HS) & RIR I A HLT (DOM ) 114 F 22
GRS, 29 i H 909% ¥ A HLER & B KR
JE R I B Ak 2B M, — 5 TR Gk ) Ak
it RE RS R AR TS M LIS A DL B R
Bf 20— T, T B A B HA T OGPE T fiE
W RO T & A A BOGREAE, s FOb b2
J5 , [ Bt JEE A B S 1 e VR R S 2 R K — 3 4
F DS ARSI % 2 T K[ e B & HLRR (SRFA)
Xt 10 mg+ L ™" ATL 7€ 2 mmol - L ™" AR R 2 T 1A
HOGRE R B RZ R, 25 SN 2 (d) .

HE 2 (d) AT I, 56 BBV B2 (LA € 3F) 435l
A 1.07., 4.285 F18.57 mg-L "I, ATL 7E il AR L B
T 4 h OCRERZ 300 0 75.8% . 68. 4% F
59. 6% . A W77 3 W1 & HL R 32 2 3 ok k8 55 AL AL
A ML YA B S5 > T LA BE 5 & B Rk
JERBE N, R R RGBT RER TEZN
SRFA a4 IO T NO; WSO T N, AT
fifi - OH™ FPEAIL. A7 I BEJ& SRFA ¥ K45 T NO;
ST = A2 1 - OHL, ANTTAI I T ATL 7E i B AR ¥
T I R fig
2.3 R WA

AWFFEARGE - OHI &2 B A2 AABH i 711 Ak 1
R KR I A R B R AR
W) i (reactive oxygen species, ROS) W 194> FR
B (BRI ROS TEERA) , FIAHLIS ey 5e 4+ 5 ROS
SINE VO AL TS G Py A ' i i, el okt T S R 1
R IPAELESLF ROS. SN EEAEA - OHBL AL ) P K]
H5 COH B 3 F W B M1.9 x 10° L+ (mol -
s) TS ARSI AR SR T B S A ATL SGRE A i

e - OHM A ik, &5 1A 3 .

cleg

—8— ATL

0.2 b —O— ATL + isopropanol

—&— ATL + nitrate

—4&— ATL + nitrate + isopropanol

0 1 1 1 1

0 60 120 180 240
HE S 1)/min
cap, =10 mg-L71, Noy =2 mmol - L. 7", Cisopropanol = 100 mmol -1 7!

E3 REBHENKD
Fig. 3 Determination of the hydroxyl radical

i 3 AL SRS ATL 7E Gl FRAR R P i
S PRI A SN RS , ATL BGRE
RN 72. 7% FRER 11, 6% . X FE il T 5N i
XF - OH AP K AE FHAE S ATL 16 FE M R i 2% F .
[ S P A T A, S T X AT 7 47K i 1) 4%
S A —E BRI . Lin 25520 R 0 EPR K
HH TR 23 U SR KR TR B T FR A B 0 PR 3
R AR B, HETRINTE ATL 4220 i ad Fe b ] g
eI /G N E N B A PS] O O e eI = e B
PR ATRE S E T ARSI o ATL B GIER A T %,
2.4 OUERTY MogtiR

ATL 7E RS R MR W b () G 7= W B LC-MS 43
B AR LC-MS EIE(E S ATL EZO0M 1)
ghEFfE B AR 1 FR.

FH ICHEIN AT 75 A R AR I T P G i s 12 2
B 3 2%, 4 Fis. iR — Skt R HL ) - OHE
BB A R JE A 7= P SE AL BT R i /K IV ATL
SFEmHTEAER o B FIRRMW T HRM
NH, COCH,— 7 £ 1) 55 W HL 734007, {75 05 36 1 5
EMAERL KA. R G ipso BURHLE,
-OH'H Jc #F T0R ik =2 B A 3 19 55 285 B F (ipso
) ARSI O M B 3t SO R AR E i
O 3, i —2 K A O~ ot 3 S I i 45 ik 40 R 2K
PRz IR A b 2 A g R T X R RO 2k
Jiie KRB 2, Tk B Bt 5 L1 - OHLE — 25 i1 T30 i
FEPNFR AR R IR W 1. iR A% — R Ik I S
- OHFETCT 15 S Wi 24, Bl 79 i S VE R 2=
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Fig. 4 Possible photodegradation pathway of ATL in nitrate aqueous solution

BT BERE AR | 20 - OHZE FE AR 1)
Il Yang %5 #F5¢ 7AERIAH TiO, JCHEILREAF B BT
7, RIS WER AR AL S IR S NG 02 2 2%
TERRERERA. ARFEASRFIHAeA—EL

3 i

(1) ATL £ [F) il B AR 55 1V BE T 1) 6 R i S
NEIFF A HE— G B 12 R D' R R B i R AR

B R G R O YA B AR B YR B 4300
0.0.5.1F15 mmol-L™" i}, —Z&ah J124 8 5055k
0.002 26, 0.004 48 . 0. 005 954710. 009 4 min ~".

(2) PRAE B PR A F T ATL 7RG R AL A M
HR G , AN [R] B R R 15—V FE X ATL 7E A R
ARV Y YRR A 5 T0 B B A AR . & FEL R 0 o)
T ATL TERSBRAR VAW A, HL i 8 B vy 0 i R
B
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Table 1~ Proposed photodegradation products of ATL in in nitrate aqueous solution
%5 AR 43 I TR R R BA LE (m/z) HEM RS54
134 [M+H]* o
H

116 [M +H—H,0] * H
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