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Abstract : Soil samples contaminated with polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) were collected from Beijing Coking Plant. The purposes
were to isolate PAHs degrading bacteria from the soils, determine their appropriate living condition, enrich them and apply them in the
enhanced bioremediation of the contaminated soils. Using each of the 16 USEPA priority PAHs as the sole carbon source, PAHs degrading

bacteria were isolated using the method of plate streaking and identified by genetic analysis. In total seven species of PAHs degrading bacteria
were obtained. When mixed, these bacteria could degrade the 16 (2-6 cyclic) PAHs studied at appropriate concentrations. In the liquid

medium, when the total concentration of the 16 PAHs ( Z PAH,;) was 17 pg/mL, single bacteria could grow well and degrade the PAH:s.

However, when z PAH,; was 166 pg/mL, the growth and activity of either single PAHs degrading bacteria or a mixture of the seven PAHs

degrading bacteria were inhibited. Aiming at the contaminated soils from Beijing coking plant, five treatments were performed, i.e. , control
(C), addition of nutrient (N), addition of nutrient and PAHs degrading bacteria (N + B), addition of nutrient and surfactant (N +S),
addition of nutrient and PAHs degrading bacteria and surfactant (N + B +S). After five weeks of experiment, compared to the C treatment,
the mean removal rate of the 16 PAHs in the N + B treatment was increased 32% , and the mean removal rate of the 16 PAHs in the N + B +
S treatment was increased 46% (the mean removal rate of the 10 4-6 cyclic PAHs was increased 52% ). The addition of PAHs degrading
bacteria and surfactant could significantly enhance the degradation of PAHs in the soils. This study provides evidence for the enhanced
bioremediation of PAHs contaminated soil for Beijing coking plant and other coking plants.
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