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alleviation of aluminum toxicity to wheat . Silicon
was added as solutions of sodium slilicate with a
pH value of 4. 8 and the unamended soil was used
as control. Plant biomass and contents of some
elements in wheat seedlings were measured. The
concentrations of some species of active aluminum
in rhizosphere soils were also determined. It was
found that the biomass of wheat seedlings in-
creased and the uptake of Ca, Mg etc. by wheat
seedlings was_improved with 0. 3 mmol/kg of Si
added. When the amount of Si added reached 0. §
mmol/kg, more significant effects can be ob-
served for the growth and uptake of nutrients by
wheat seedlings. Moreover, silicon tretments
slowed down the pH decline and the increment of
soluble and exchangeable aluminum content in
rhizosphere soils. Considering the resources and
the effects for mitigating aluminum toxicity. ap-
plication prospect of silicon materials such as some
industrial waste products and crop residues in acid
soils were discussed.

Key words:; silicon. acid soil, aluminum toxicity ,
alleviating effect, wheat, rhizosphere.

Study on Degradation Mechanism of Organo-
phosphorus Pesticide Isocarbophos by Immobi-
lized Microorganism.. Luo Qifang et al. (Insti-
tute of Environmental Medicine, Tongji Medical
Univetrsity, Wuhan 430030); Chin. J. Environ.
Sci. « 16(6), 1995, pp. 14—16

Gas chromatography/mass spectrometry and
other analytical methods were applied in this
study. The test has given a mass-spectrum of re-
fined isocarbophos. Analytical results demon-
strated that the cyclic structure of isocarbophos
might be broken into simple inorganic compounds
such as CO,, H,0, NH;, H,S and H,PO, by im-
mobilized microorganism. Organic compounds
such as isopropyl salicylate were products of
degradation process by inference. The primary
research on the degradation mechanism of isocar-
bophos has also been done.

Key words: immobilized microorganism, isocar-
bophos, degradation mechanism.

Comparisen of the Mutagenicity of Water Sam-
ples Disinfected with Several Disinfectants.
Tang Fei et al. (Inst. of Environ. Med. , Tongji
Medical University, Wuhan 430030), Cheng
Maoyi et al. (Shashi Station of Sanitation and
Antiepidemics. Shashi 434000): Chin. J. Envi-
ron. Sci., 16(6), 1995, pp. 17 —20

In this study. the mutagenicity was detected and
compared after treatment of the Wuhan East
Lake water with chlorine, chlorine dioxide or
ozone. The concentrates of untreated and ozone-
treated water at all sample collection dates were
nonmutagenic in the Ames test. Both chlorine
and chlorine dioxide treatment of the water re-
sulted in increases of TA98 mutagenicity. Com-
parative analysis of these treated waters for muta-
genicity showed a consistent pattern of mutagenic
potency, with decreasing activity in the order;
chlorine > chlorine dioxide > ozone. The study
also found that pretreatment of water with potas-
sium permanganate prior to chlorination was ef-
fective in reducing the level of mutagenicity which
formed during chlorination., )

Key words: chlorine, chlorine dioxide, ozone,
mutagenicity of drinking water.

Biological- Control of Nitrite in Fish Farming
Ponds by . Photosynthetic Nonsulfur Bacteria.
Liu Shuangjiang et al. (Institute of Miérobiolo-
gy, Chinese Académy of Sciences, Beijing
100080), Sun Yan et al. (Institute of Water Re-
search, Chinese Academy of Environmental Sci-
ence, Beijing 100012) : -Chin. J. Environ. Sci. ,
16(6), 1995, pp.21—23 l
Nitrite, a toxic factor for most aquatic animals
and causing a great loss for fishery if it was kept
at a higher level in water, was found to be uti-
lized and removed screened and isolated strains of
photosynthetic nonsulfur bacteria. Experiments
indicated that the isolated strains removed nitrite
by more than 80% when the nitrite in the bulk
ranged from 0. 01 to 5. 0 mmol/L, regardless
they were cultured under illumination or in dark.
Results also show that acetate and lactate were
the optimal C sources for nitrite removal. Field
surveys on the nitrite concentration in fish far-
ming ponds in Beijing area found that it was
about 0. 006 —0. 008 mmol/I.. By using the iso-
lated strains in the ponds, their nitrite concentra-
tions decreased by 50% —80%%.

Key words: photosynthetic bacteria,
fishery.

nitrite,

Study on the Motor Soot Combustion Perfer-
mance over Different Catalysts. Chen Min et al.
( Catalytic Institute, Hangzhou University,
Hangzhou 310028): Chin. J. Environ. Sci. . 16
(6>, 1995, pp. 24—25

In this paper, the soot collected from automobile



